
Brake Levers - General Notes.

The brake levers supplied must be shaped to a 
fairly logical set of conventions.

1. This depends upon its location on the
wagon.

Wagons with simple straight brake levers
usually are pivoted in line with the outer edge
of a wooden solebar. They will have to be bent
outward to pass the axlebox casting and then
in a tight angled “U” shape back towards the
solebar so that it slots into the lever guide and
out again. It will also usually need to be bent
outward in the shape of a “J” to form a handle.
See sketches.

2. The fourth series of levers are half etched
toward the handle end. This is to help you
create the typical taper bar from which the
lever was forged. You should file away the step 
in the metal to form a gentle taper from full to
half thickness.
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3. We would suggest that where the handle is
shaped bending starts from the handle and you 
work back towards the fulcrum of the lever.

Additional Parts.

To assist the modeller some additional parts
are supplied with some brake levers.

A brake lever tumbler is supplied where
appropriate. 

Moreton Clutch parts are included in pairs of
levers. When not required they should be
removed. But when these parts are removed
usually the boss thickener overlay should be
retained.

We suggest you use the AMBIS brake lever
guides to compliment these brake levers. The
brake lever guide range will expand to cover
the full range of levers and underframe type
AMBIS supplies, as will other items such as
push-rods.

Usage of the Straight Lever.

Often on single sided/single shoe brake
arrangements.

These are quite common on very old vehicles,
some of which particularly in the North and
Scotland survived for many years.
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The brake levers supplied must be shaped to a
fairly logical set of conventions.

1. If you are mounting this lever on a rod you
can chose to drill through the half etched centre 
to the boss overlay before preceeding. To
fashion the prominent boss on this lever fold the 
end disc over away from each other at the half
etch tab. When happy with their location we
suggest soldering them together. When this is
has been done f ile away the joining tab and
fettle the edges of the rest of the lever. 

2.The fourth series of levers are supplied half
etched at the handle end. This is to assist in
producing the prototypical taper to the brake
lever. You need to file a smoothe tranision
between the full and half metal thickness.

3. These levers are bent around the equipment
attached to the solebars, the axleboxes, bent
inwards to fit through the lever guide and lastly
outward to form a handle. We would suggest
that where the handle is shaped bending starts
from the handle and you work back towards the 
fulcrum of the lever.
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Additional Parts.

To assist the modeller some additional parts are 
supplied with some of the other brake levers in
the range.A brake lever tumbler is supplied
where appropriate. 

The long RCH lever has an unusual type of
Moreton ratchet/clutch on the concentric side.
This may be used instead of the usual Mpreton
clutch. If the wagon brakes are independent all
clutch part smay be removed, except that in
most case the boss thickenenr overlay will stil l
be required.

We suggest you use the AMBIS brake lever
guides to compliment these brake levers. The
brake lever guide range will expand to cover the 
full range of levers and underframe type AMBIS
supplies, as will other items such as push-rods.

Usage of the Brake Lever.

By Grouping, POW and BR on long wheelbase
(12 foot) wagons which were not fitted nor had
the “lifting link” brake levers. These were
predominantely wooden bodied vehicles except
for GWR mineral wagons. We believe this brake 
linkage preceded the lifting link for BR although
a version of the lifting link was common on SR
wagons and was also used by Charles Roberts
of Wakefield. 
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Coupling Hooks Set Three
 Pre Group/POW   CH3_7
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Coupling Hooks Set Four
 BR-UIC screw   CH4_7

AMBIS also produces:-

Vee Hangers
Brake Levers
Push Rods
Brake Lever guides
Axleguards
Brake Blocks
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These wagon hooks are representations of the
British Railways standard hook and the UIC
hook. Please note UIC hooks are only used with 
buffers that project 24.5" from headstocks and
screw couplings, though a special type of
Instanter coupling is permitted if the drawbar
faceplate is extended to 164mm depth. 
Similarly the standard hook would not be used
with longer than 22" buffers without extension
from the buffer beam

To obtain some depth to the coupling they
should be laminated from two layers as shown
below. We do not believe in springing these
coupling hooks, but for those who wish to do so
a hole is provided in the hook shank

Once joined round off the edges to give a better
shape.It is possible to link hooks together with a
rod through the axleguard units as produced by
AMBIS  to produce a continuous drawbar.

AMBIS also produces screw link etchings.
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Coupling Hooks Set Five
 Screw Couplings  CH5_7

AMBIS also produces:-
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These wagon hooks are representative of
the steam railways screw coupling hooks.
A complementary etching for screw
coupling links is available seperately.The
oval hole hooks are used with the inverted
U top link couplings and the circular hole
couplings should be provided with a
shackled coupling

To obtain some depth to the coupling they
should be laminated from two layers as
shown below. 

We do not believe in springing these
coupling hooks, but for those who wish to
do so a hole is provided in the hook shank. 

It is possible to link hooks together with a
rod through the axleguard units as
produced by AMBIS. To provide a
continuous drawbar.
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